
  !

30 APRIL 2011

! PAGE 1

School Floor
The school floor at Mbuya 

Education Centre was completed 
this trip. With the escalating prices 
and the inßation that Uganda is 
su"ering the money sent last year 
didnÕt go as far as hoped and so we 
had to add some funds to ensure the 
job was completed.. We will check 
on the schoolÕs progress in July when 
we visit next.

February Trip

After an inspirational ßight watching Ô127 
HoursÕ and ÔMade in DagenhamÕ Rob 
arrived in Kampala at 11 OÕclock at night 
to a very strange ghost town. The city 
seemed deserted as Presidential election 
fever had gripped the whole country. After 
a noisy nights restlessness I awoke to a 
house full of children as the country was 
on election leave. All the schools and 
businesses were closed and a very tense 
political atmosphere gripped the nation. I 
only had 1 week and so had to try and 
continue with my agenda and work around 
the obvious difÞculties and try to continue 
as normal. There were security forces 

(Armed Army and Police) everywhere. The 
government were concerned about unrest 
and needed to ensure that the voters could 
get to the poling stations. There were many 
accusations about the legality of the 
process and accusations galore about a Þx 
and corrupted process.  I spent 4 days 
staying at BULA ChildrenÕs home, had 
several meetings with the management 
o f BULA Ch i ld renÕs Home and 
established a good foundation from 
which to progress the relationship and 
also to plan for the future. I visited Kiwi 
from there and went to each school where 
we have children. 3 days with Paul 
Lwanga from SPAU (Single Parents 
Association of Uganda)          
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BULA

The children 
at Bula are 
bouncy and 
e x t r e m e l y 
lively. It was 
great to have 
4 days with them and to be able to chat 
and joke and mess around with them. 
Their schooling ethic is amazing. From a 
family of 27 children and the hub#bub 
that is produced they are very studious 
and manage to perform well at school. 
Last year Japheth was head boy at the 

Mengo Primary School $1400 Pupils% 
Whilst I was there Kenneth was elected 
this yearÕs head boy and Harriet was 
elected deputy head girl. Brenda was 
made a prefect also. That is exceptional 
considering their  disadvantage. I had 
many lengthy conversations with the 
children and helped with homework 
where I was able. Meetings with the 
HomeÕs mana gement was rea l l y 
constructive and we established a Þrm 
working practice and mapped out future 
s t ra tegy to ge t the home more 
established and self funding.

www.possibilities.org.uk

KIWI

I visited Kiwi over 2 days. The Þrst day I 
visited each child at school and had 
several meetings with the headteachers. 
Each child is doing well and are a credit to 
their sponsors. they all received a good 
report and were extremely healthy and 
happy. As always they were a joy and it 
was lovely 
to spend 
t i m e 
w i t h 
t h e m 
and visit 
t h e 
home. As 
a l w a y s 
t h e 
children at Kiwi were thrilled to see us 
and wanted to sing and perform and 
spend more time than was available. 
Benedicta was well and we spent several 
hours in discussion. A new order for the 
straw bags was commissioned whilst we 
were there which meant that the 
workshop sprang into life. It became a 
real hive of activity as workers appeared 
from all over to make sure that the order 
was completed on t ime. K iwi has 
developed the small business that we 
helped start and they are now doing very 
well and have just ventured out into 
chicken farming. This will give a much 
needed income and in time will prove to 
be a great income generator. I spent half a 
day harvesting maize so that Kiwi will 
have food for 6 months.

SPAU

I stayed with Paul Lwanga and his 
family for 4 days. this was a very useful 
time as there was much to discuss. We 
visited the plot of land that possibilities 
is trying to buy through SPAU and also 
visi ted an orphanage way out of 
Kampala in the countryside. It was a 
bleak and sombre place. We will  begin 
working with the children and their 
workers in the summer.  I spent a day 
Þxing SpauÕs computers and doing the 
jobs that they are unable to tackle. 

Possibilities with Goats

I spent a day visiting the project and 
the work that Musa had done in 
bu i ld ing a goat house was ver y 

impressive We were just about to have 
our Þrst kid born $now delivered% and 

another goat was pregnant. The billy is 
too young and not yet performing so 
the nannies were impregnated by a 
local goat. We are now purchasing a 
new Billy and will expect even better 
results. We need to purchase some 
fencing to create a safe pen for the 
herd. 

http://www.possibilities.org.uk
http://www.possibilities.org.uk
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Wetheringsett Summer Ball

June 25th 2011   

7:30 onwards

Tickets ! "20.00

I have tickets for this event. It will be 
a lovely mid#summer event. The 
people of Wetheringsett are holding 
the ba l l and wi l l  be mak ing a 
donation of 50& of proÞts to the 
charity If you are able to support it in 
any way that would be good for the 
event and also for us.

There will be a live Jazz band playing,  
bu"et and several side attractions. 
Please bring lots of money as there 
will be several fun ways for the 
organisers to extract your cash.

Volunteers will be needed to ensure 
this is a success # fundraising ideas, 
manpower etc.

please let us know if you can help.

News from Africa
NEW PROJECTS  

Retrak
Rob had a meeting with the Director 
of Retrak and a tour of their 
facilities.. In July / August the team 
will visit them and do whatever they 
can to serve them.  Retrak are 

working with street children from 
the Kisenyi slum. They use football 
$International language and Ugandan 
obsession% to teach the children and 
seek to eventually get the children 
re#united with their families if at all 
possible. If not they are pioneering a 
foster scheme. Retrak teach football 
skills, team play, well being and 
nutrition as well as providing 
education, counselling and medical 
help.

SPAU orphanage

In the summer we will visit the Spau 
Orphanage and see if we can inject a 
spark and a future to the children 
there. The majority of workers and 
children are HIV/AIDS su"erers 
and in need of some TLC.  It is so 
often hope that is missing from 
people that are literally just 
surviving. 

Where this will take us is an 
unknown but as ever we will take 
little steps and keep focussed on the 
immediate need. 

Volunteering

We just had a volunteer at Bula for 2 
weeks He was a real asset. If you are 
planning a gap year or similar or  
know of anyone traveling or looking 
for a gap year project, please point 
them in our direction.

We are currently arranging for a 
volunteer to work at Another Hope 
orphanage in Kampala. Rob will visit 
this Home in July to see if we can do 
anything else to improve their 
conditions.

Farming Land

The proposed purchase of land to begin 
a small holding to produce cheap food 
for the children is in the hands of 
solicitors. We aim to farm and provide 
food as well as selling the surplus. It will 
be an excellent opportunity to rear 
animals and produce honey and other 
foodstu"s that will bring some income. 
We will also be building accommodation 
blocks and begin to move the children 
from Bula to a more suitable and cost 
e"ective option. The building will begin 
hopefully in 2012 when we have raised 
su'cient funds .

Calendar
25th June 2011 

Mid Summer Ball  -  Wetheringsett

July / August 2011

Volunteering Team to Uganda

Autumn / Winter 2011 (Proposed)

Curry and Bollywood night

Quiz night

James Bond Casino night

February 2012

Rob to Kampala

August 2012

Volunteering Team to Uganda (taking 
bookings now)

For up to date info on fundraising events 
please visit website

MILLIONMETRE ROW

This major event was a huge success.  
We publicised the event in local 
magazines, newspapers and county 
radio,and we set up the marquee in 
Tesco Car park in Stowmarket 
thereby ensuring many shoppers and 
passers by to be exposed to the 
attempt. After months of organisation 
and training for all the rowers we 
Þnally began the row at 8 am on 
Friday the 8th April. at 8:30 the press 
arrived for photos and then another 
newspaper came at 
10:30 both news #
papers published this 
las t week and we 
have been rea l l y 
encouraged by their 
keenness to r un 
stories both before 
and after the event. 
Well done to all who 

took part or who served the event in 
any way. We managed to complete the 
row in 70 Hours and 17 Minutes and 

49 seconds. Wel l 
ahead of schedule. So 
far we have raised 
(4500 with still more 
money to come in.

          

           Thank you all


